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50TH CONGRESS, SENATE. REPORT 
Ist Session. ; No. 1665. 








IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


JUNE 27, 1883.—Ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Doupu, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted the following 


Babe Qube DT: 


[To accompany bill S. 707.] 


, The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 707) 
providing for the purchase of a site and the construction of a wharf in 
Astoria, Oregon, for the use of the Light-House Department, have con- 
sidered the same and submit the following unanimous report : 


The recommendations of the Light-House Board touching the impor- 
tance of the construction of a suitable wharf at Astoria, Oregon, for the 
use of the Light-House Department, contained in a letter of the Board of 
date May 17, 1888, addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury and by 
him transmitted to the Senate (which letter the committee make a part 
of this report), have satisfied your committee that a suitable appropria- 
tion should be made for the purchase of a site and the construction of a 
suitable wharf, for the use of the Light-House Establishment, at Astoria, 
Oregon. 

The Board recommend, and in this your committee concur, that the 
bill be so amended as to appropriate $15,000 instead of $10,000 for such 
purpose. 

Your committee also recommend, as suggested by the Board, that the 
bill be amended so that it shall state that such wharf is for the use of 
the “ Light-House Establishment” rather than the “ Light-House De. 
partment.” 

Your committee therefore report back the bill (S. 707), and with these 
amendments recommend its passage. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 21, 188s. 
Sir: Respectfully referring to letters of the Committee on Commerce of the Senate, 
dated January 5 and May 11, 1888, inclosing for the views of this Department, among 
other bills, Senate bill No. 707, appropriating $10,000 for the purchase of a site and 
the construction of a wharf in Astoria, Oregon, for the use of the Light-House Depart- 
ment, I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter of the Light-House Board of the 
17th instant, in which the opinion is expressed that the bill in question should be 
passed, but that it should be so amended as to appropriate $15,000 instead of $10,000, 
and should be for the use of the Light-House Establishment rather than the Light- 
House Department. 
Les ‘ually, yours 
‘or arapaeae ; Hugeu S. THOMPSON, 
; Acting Secretary. 
Hon. WILLIAM P. FRYE, : 
Chairman Committee on Commerce, U. S. Senate. 
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2 CONSTRUCTION OF WHARF IN ASTORIA, OREGON. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD, | 
Washington, May 17, 1888. 


Sir: The Board has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of letters dated 5th Jan- 
uary, 1883, and 11th May, 1823, from the Senate Committee on Commerce, which were 
reterred by the Department to this office for its opinion as to the necessity for the 
passage of certain bills therein named. ? “ eee 

In reply to so much of those letters as relates to Senate bill 707, appropriating 
$10,000 for the purchase of a site and the construction of a suitable wharf at Astoria, 
Oregon, for the use of the Light-House Department, the Board begs leave to say that 
this matter was considered at its session held on 16th May, 1888, when it came to the 
conclusion that the bill in question should be passed, but it should be so amended as 
to appropriate $15,000 instead of $10,000, and it should be for the use of the Light- 
House Establishment rather than the Light-House Department. 

At present the Light-House wharf and buoy depotare at Tongue Point, 3 miles above 
Astoria. It is a bad location, as it is at an exposed point, and there is often so much 
sea that vessels can not lie at the end of the wharf. The water is shoaling rapidly at, 
this point. It is very inconvenient on account of the shoal water and currents for 
vessels to get to the wharf, and 1t therefore costs from 20 to 30 cents more per ton to 
get coal landed at this wharf than it would if it were located at Astoria, It is also 
quite inconvenient in case of repairs to buoys or to the tender, as it is 3 miles from 
a machine-shop. : 

If the wharf and depot were at Astoria the crew of the tender could frequently be 
employed in cleaning buoys and similar work while small repairs were being made to 
its engine or boiler, 

There is no telegraphic communication nearer than 3 miles from the buoy depot, 
and it is not possible to learn the condition of the bar at the mouth of the river. 

At Astoria it is generally possible to learn whenever it is too rough to work outside. 
As arule the emergencies of the service require that the tender should lie at Astoria 
instead of at Tongue Point, consequently she must lie at a private wharf instead of 
at a Government wharf. 

Before long the wharf at Tongue Point will need expensive repairs, and will have 
to be extended on account of the shoaling of water, if it is retained there. It will 
therefore be less expensive to relocate the wharf at Astoria than it will be to rebuild 
and extend it at Tongue Point. 

The Board, therefore, has to recommend that the proper steps may be taken for 
the passage of this bill as amended; that a site’ may be bought at Astoria, and that 
a petal and buoy depot be built there, when the present site at Tongue Point can be 
soda. 

Ineclosed are copies of letters from the Senate Committee on Commerce and of the 
bill in question. : ' 

Respectfully, yours, 
H. Rowan, 
Vice-Admiral U. 8S. N., Chairman. 
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
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